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before or after; all present were Biadeeyah; in fact there was
neither Mesjid nor Musalla in the whole village. At nightfall
my Zakee companions declared their intention of paying a
complimentary visit to the chief of the place, and the rest of
the party agreed to accompany them. Accordingly we washed
our hands, and proceeded in a body to his Excellency's resi-
dence, a low stone house, more of a dwelling than of a castle,
but spacious. Here in a K'hawah capable of containing sixty
persons at least, sat the chief (I regret that I have lost his
name), an elderly man dressed in the red cotton robe of the
land, and over it a light cloak of home manufacture; his head
was adorned with a Bengalee turban, and his waist with a
gold-hilted dagger. Around him were the principal men of
Besheyr, and several negroes, some belonging to the household,
others as guests. The chief received us with the dignified
courtesy which became the occasion, and paid great attention
to my friends of Zakee, doubtless for their master's sake. For
me, my quality of doctor, though without drugs, lancet, or
diploma, obtained me a seat by the great man's own side,
where I gravely felt his pulse, and gave him advice for the
relief of " biliousness/' to use his own term, but which being
interpreted meant chronic rheumatism. Instead of coffee a
spiced decoction of cinnamon was served round, and talk went
on with the ease and decorum characteristic of good Eastern
society, without the flippancy and excitement which occasionally
mars it in some countries, no less than over-silence does in
others. To my mind the Easterns are generally superior in
the science of conversation to the inhabitants of the West;
perhaps from a greater necessity of cultivating it, as the only
means of general news and intercourse where newspapeis and
pamphlets are unknown.

The chief and village of Besheyr depend on Mascat, the head
town of this province. But in matter of fact they and each
other local chief depend more on their own selves than on any
one else; and when I witnessed their offhand way of discussing
the Sultan, his officers, and his ordinances, and came to under-
stand how slight is the interference of the central government
among them, I was almost reminded of the clays when cc there
was no king in Israel," &c. Power of life and death indeed